
 

 

Block-Charge Calls 

Today we’re going to talk about one of the great myths in all of 

basketball rules that a defensive player must be completely stationary to 

take a charging foul against an offensive player either on the drive or on 

the dribble. 

The reality is that a defender only has to obtain what is called a legal 

guarding position.  A legal guarding position is when the defender is 

facing the offensive player and has essentially beaten him or her to that 

spot on the floor. 

Once the defender is in this legal guarding position, the defender can be 

moving, and can even have one or both feet off the floor at the time that 

contact occurs. 
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"Be The Referee" is a series of one‐minute messages designed to 

help educate people on the rules of different sports, to help them 

better understand the art of officiating, and to recruit officials.  "Be 

The Referee" features MHSAA Assistant Director Mark Uyl's 

insights on officiating.  


