
 

 

Deciding The Game 

Every American sports fan knows when the calendar turns to March, it’s 

time to start thinking about basketball tournament games. 

With all of the pundits out there talking about the matchups and who 

may advance on the brackets, the comment gets made every single 

year that we simply hope the players decide the outcome of every game 

and not a referee’s call. 

The fact of the matter is that in the last 10 seconds of a tied game, 

when a player drives down the lane and gets hit and get knocked to the 

floor, an official has to make that foul call because the players did 

decide the outcome of that game. 

For the officials to simply swallow their whistles and let one team break 

the rules for a clear advantage is not letting those players decide the 

outcome. 
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"Be The Referee" is a series of one‐minute messages designed to 

help educate people on the rules of different sports, to help them 

better understand the art of officiating, and to recruit officials.  "Be 

The Referee" features MHSAA Assistant Director Mark Uyl's 

insights on officiating.  


