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Be The Referee – Pass Interference 
 
A new feature of the MHSAA Website is called Be The Referee, a weekly message designed to help 
educate people on the rules of different sports, to help them better understand the art of officiating, 
and to recruit officials.  "Be The Referee" features MHSAA Assistant Director Mark Uyl's insights on 
officiating.  Uyl oversees the Association’s officiating efforts, and is an accomplished collegiate official in 
two sports who umpired the NCAA College World Series in 2014. 
 
Media outlets are welcome to use this content, either in print or audio format.  The weekly audio 
message is 60-seconds in length and formatted for broadcast.  Be The Referee will run weekly through 
the end of the 2014-15 school year.  The text of this week’s edition appears below.  To listen to (left 
click) or download (right click) the audio message for this week – Click Here. 
 

Tackle Box 
 
Today we are going to talk about the rules that govern the quarterback, 
specifically when the quarterback is being rushed and is looking to 
throw the ball away and avoid the sack.  
 
Under both pro and college rules, they have what’s called the tackle 
box.  When the quarterback gets outside of the original position of the 
offensive tackles and throws the ball and it reaches the original line of 
scrimmage, there is never a foul for intentional grounding.  However, 
under high school rules there is no such thing as a tackle box.   
 
If the quarterback is either in pocket or scrambles outside of the pocket 
and now is trying to throw that ball away to avoid the sack, there always 
must be a receiver in the vicinity of the pass to avoid an intentional 
grounding foul. 
 
(9/17/14) 

-0- 

RL15-012 

https://mail.mhsaa.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=9118673a54544b70a9d2a866776688d6&URL=mailto%3amedia%40mhsaa.com
https://mail.mhsaa.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=9118673a54544b70a9d2a866776688d6&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mhsaa.com%2fNews%2fMediaInformation.aspx
http://www.mhsaa.com/Portals/0/Documents/Officials/BeTheReferee/Tackle%20Box.mp3

