
  
To:  Member School Athletic Administrators & Public Address Announcers 
 
From:  John R. Johnson, Communications Director 
 
Re:  2013-14 Regular-Season Public Address Scripts 
 
A growing trend among public address announcers in high school sports is one of the announcer 
trying to be an entertainer like we see at the professional and major college levels, and trying to help 
set an atmosphere for the event that favors the home team. 
 
Such behavior is inappropriate for athletic events being conducted in an educational setting. 
 
The role of the public address announcer is to inform – not to entertain or incite.  Saying cute phrases 
like “there’s some yellow laundry on the field” when a penalty flag is thrown;  dragging out a word like 
“touchdooooooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwnnnnnnnn” in football  or “gooooooooooooooooooooal” in 
soccer; too much favoritism for the home team and almost mumbling about the visiting team; trying to 
get a reaction out of the crowd “Viking fans-let’s make some noise!” – “Are You Ready!” - and doing 
real time play-by-play just has no place in our games. 
 
There’s a gold standard for public address announcers for high school games, one adhered to by 
those individuals hired to work the MHSAA Finals, and it’s what is expected of our announcers during 
the regular season.  This issue is so important that the national rules writers for high school football 
have made proper conduct by public address announcers a point of emphasis to correct the 
unacceptable behaviors described above.  It’s inappropriate in all sports. 
 
The gold standard is pretty simple.  Most of our examples here are for football, but you get the idea: 
  Treat both teams equally in terms of your inflection and enthusiasm.  Do the same thing when 
your team and the opposing team scores a touchdown in terms of your call of the play.  Don’t be 
biased -- you wouldn’t be if you were at MHSAA Finals calling two teams you’ve never seen before.  
Apply that principle here. 
  Be consistent – and brief - on your play calls.  Give the name of the ball carrier, who made the 
tackle, the yards gained or lost on the play, what the upcoming down and distance is and where the 
ball is.  No embellishing or editorializing.  For example:  “Bill Jones the ball carrier…tackled by Jon 
Smith and Andy Redding…gain of 8…third down and 2 at the Hawks’ 32-yard line.” 
  Treat penalty calls and the officials with respect.  If there was a flag on the play, simply follow 
the ball carrier and tackles with:  “Penalty flag on the play.”  Then describe the penalty and the remark 
of the ball after the penalty has been marked off.  For example:  “Holding on the Hawks.  Penalty 
places the ball on the 15-yard line.  Third and 20.” 
  And even before that ball is snapped, shut off your microphone until the play is whistled 
dead.  A good rule of thumb to follow is the same rule that applies to bands where they cannot play 
from the time the offensive team breaks the huddle until the play is whistled dead.  And talking during 
a play --  “It’s a pass!” -- is unacceptable. 
 
These are the basics of the gold standard for public address announcing, and if you follow these 
guidelines and apply them to your entire body of work during the course of the game, you will be 
contributing in a positive way to the educational nature of the event. 
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MHSAA PUBLIC ADDRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Fall Regular Season, 2013-14 School Year 
 

Welcome  
Good ________________, and welcome to _______________________________  
for today’s game with our visitors from ___________________________________.  

School sports means just that.  School comes first.  These games are part of the total 

learning experience for our kids.  Let’s remember that as we enjoy today’s action. 
 
National Anthem Introduction 
The privilege of this game was made possible by those who have fought – and 
continue to fight for – the freedoms we enjoy.  Let us honor and respect our country by 
gentlemen removing their caps, and everyone standing at attention, placing their hands 
over their hearts, as we proudly sing our National Anthem. 
 
Health Resources At MHSAA.COM 

Hearts and heads; heat, hydration and hazing…a healthy environment for school 
sports puts an emphasis on safety.  Visit the Michigan High School Athletic Association 
website for links to educational resources on concussions, respectful behavior and 
other issues related to promoting healthy and safe athletic classrooms.  Visit the  
M-H-S-A-A website, and click on Education. 
 
Join The Prep Rally – Stay Active!  

There’s rarely a day off from play for student-athletes.  Getting up and active every day 
– jogging, biking, swimming – helps keep you in condition and gets you ready for your 
next sports season.  After all, do you really think your opponents are gaming, sleeping 
or tweeting right now?  Visit the M-H-S-A-A Website to join the Prep Rally and stay 
active. 
 
MHSAA Friday Football Overtime (Football games only) 
Highlights and scores from football games across the state can be found every Friday 
night at Midnight on MHSAA Football Friday Overtime on FOX Sports Detroit.   Join 
Mickey York and Rob Rubick as they break down the action, including highlights 
produced by schools in the MHSAA’s School Broadcasting Program.  Check out 
MHSAA Football Friday Overtime on FOX Sports Detroit every week!   
 
Scholar-Athlete Award Applications 
Over 2 thousand of the state's top student-athletes will be recognized for excelling 
academically and in school activities through the M-H-S-A-A’s Scholar-Athlete Award, 
underwritten by Farm Bureau Insurance.  The applicants will be in the running for a 
total of 32 one-thousand dollar college scholarships.  Application materials are 
available exclusively online through the M-H-S-A-A Website.   
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Officials Recruitment 
Why do they officiate?  Some officiate for the love of the sport.  Others officiate simply 
because they love being around kids.  And some got tired about complaining about 
officials and doing something about it by becoming one.  To become a registered high 
school game official, call or click the MHSAA.  YOU can be a referee! 
 
MHSAA Score Center 
More schedules and scores than anywhere on the web are at your fingertips at the  
M-H-S-A-A Score Center.  You can check out daily schedules and results in all sports, 
at the varsity and subvarsity levels.  Drill down to find out information by school and 
conference.  You can also become a registered user of the M-H-S-A-A website and 
report results.  Click on Scores & Schedules from the home page of the M-H-S-A-A 
Website to visit the Score Center! 
 
Sportsmanship 
You can make the winning play, you can take home the gold, but it doesn’t mean a 
thing without good sportsmanship.  These games don’t exist without the foundation of 
good sportsmanship to teach lifetime lessons.  So remember, nothing beats good 
sportsmanship. 
 
MHSAA-MAB Foundation Student Broadcasting Awards 
There’s more than one way for kids to take part in high school sports.  The M-H-S-A-A, 
in cooperation with the Michigan Association of Broadcasters Foundation, will again 
provide aspiring sports broadcasters and video producers the opportunity to be 
recognized through the Student Broadcasting Awards.  For more information, visit the 
M-A-B Foundation Website at Mish-Mab-Dot-Com!   
(NOTE – Don’t spell the website address out, just pronounce it as shown) 
 
 
 (NOTE – When saying the MHSAA acronym, say each letter – M – H – S – A – A.  Do not say M-H-S-Double A or try to say MHSAA as a word) 


