
EAST LANSING, Mich. – June 9 – Strong participation numbers were recorded again during 
the 2007-08 school year in Michigan high school athletics, as the participation mark for sports in 
which postseason tournaments are sponsored by the Michigan High School Athletic Association 
topped the 300,000 mark for the fourth straight year. 

The total figure for the school year was 307,112, a number that is down 1.91 percent from the 
313,093 figure of a year ago which was the second highest total in the Association’s 
history.  Girls participation was down 2.65 percent from a year ago with 128,009; and the boys 
total of 179,103 was down 1.4 percent.  The totals count students once for each sport in which he 
or she participates, meaning students who are multiple-sport athletes are counted more than once. 

Records for participation were set in five sports – three for boys and two for girls.   One of the 
MHSAA’s newest postseason tournament sports – lacrosse – again hit a high-water mark for 
both boys and girls; and cross country set new records in both genders.  Boys soccer also set a 
new mark. 

For the concluding Spring sports season, the only sport to see an increase in participation was 
boys track, which was up 0.6 percent from a year ago.  The boys lacrosse figure was up 366 
participants (9.7 percent) over last year, and girls lacrosse was up 254 players (14.4 percent). 

Softball participation was down by 594 (3.6 percent); girls tennis decreased 344 (3.5 percent); 
girls soccer was off by 292 (2.1 percent); girls track and field 265 (1.5 percent); boys golf  247 
(3.2 percent); and baseball 184 (1 percent).   The softball figure was the lowest since the 
MHSAA began keeping survey data in 1991-92.  The girls soccer participation was still its third 
highest total ever after 16 straight seasons of growth.  The boys golf decline was at its lowest 
point in 12 years as 34 fewer schools sponsored the sport this Spring. 

Overall Spring participation was down 1,161 (1 percent) from 2006-07. 

The participation figures are gathered annually from MHSAA member schools to submit to the 
National Federation of State High School Associations for compiling its national participation 
survey.   Results of Michigan survey from the 2000-01 school year to the present may be viewed 
by clikcing here. 

The following chart shows participation figures for the 2007-08 school year from MHSAA 
member schools in sports in which the Association sponsors a postseason tournament: 
                                                                                                     BOYS                                            
              GIRLS  

SPORT SCHOOLS  (A) PARTICIPANTS SCHOOLS (A) PARTICIPANTS (B) 
Baseball 643/652/4 19,137 - 0/4 
Basketball 736/746/1 23,158 704/732 18,221/1 
Bowling 297/302/5 3,381 278/297 2,539/5 
Competitive Cheer - - 322/326 7,381 
Cross Country 581/620 8,377 569/612 7,835 



Football - 11 player 630/652/36 46,359 - 0/36 
Golf 534/572/43 7,505 365/336 3,854/66 
Gymnastics - - 60/76 619 
Ice Hockey 224/242/6 3,979 12 216/9 
Lacrosse 95/99 4,126 68/63 2,016 
Skiing-Alpine 94/104/2 843 89/104 690/3 
Soccer 475/482/18 14,877 441/439 13,879/66 
Softball-Fast Pitch - - 623/635 15,835 
Swimming & Diving 235/272/3 4,879 276/291 6,589/3 
Tennis 344/345/4 7,538 351/355 9,472/22 
Track & Field-
Outdoor 656/663 23,550 652/660 17,844 

Volleyball - - 713/717 20,881 
Wrestling 464/477/95 11,394 - 0/139 

(A) The first number is the number of schools, reporting sponsorship on the Sports 
Participation Survey. The second number indicates the total number of participating 
schools in MHSAA tournaments, including number of additional schools participating in 
the sport through cooperative programs, as of May 12, 2008.  The third number indicates 
the number of schools that had girls playing on teams consisting primarily of boys. 

(B)The second number indicates the number of additional girls playing on teams consisting 
primarily of boys 
and entered in boys competition. 

 


