
 
 

Aug. 24, 2021 -- Other than a few select instances, all MHSAA 

protocols, procedures and playing rules have returned to what they 

were pre-COVID. 

 

This means that football team boxes will return to the area between 

the 25-yard lines, traditional ball-handling and other officials 

mechanics will return in all sports and postgame handshakes will 

be permitted as each school sees fit. 

 

Additionally, there will be some rules modifications that were 

adopted during the pandemic that will likely be kept as part of the 

normal playing rules moving forward. The one that stands out for 

this upcoming fall season is that in volleyball, teams will not switch 

benches or sides of the net unless the referee determines that a 

team is at a disadvantage due to the layout of the facilities and 

obstructions. 

"Be The Referee" is a series of one-minute 
podcasts designed to help educate people on the 
rules of different sports, to help them better 
understand the art of officiating, and to recruit 
officials.  "Be The Referee" features insights from 
MHSAA experts on officiating.  These messages 
can be heard on This Week In High School Sports, 
which airs on over 100 radio stations and audio 
web outlets across Michigan. 


