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Little League Latest to 
Say ‘Yes’ to ‘Say Yes’
As part of its telecast of the 

Little League World Series 
in August, ESPN brought 

former MLB umpire Gerry Davis 
into the press box for a chat.

Davis, who put the wraps 
on a 40-year onfield career 
following the 2021 season, 
joined Little League Baseball 
and Softball in a new role as 
senior umpire consultant in 
February. As part of a press 
release announcing the move, 
Little League revealed Davis’ 
responsibilities: “Analyze 
Little League’s current umpire 
education resources, create a 
curriculum to further train 
and support umpires, review 
the selection process for 
tournament umpires, assist in 
creating training opportunities, 
develop umpire retention 
practices, and more.”

So, it should come as no 
surprise that when he was 
asked during the broadcast 
about how Little League goes 
about some of those initiatives, 
especially in the wake of 
some of the barriers to umpire 
recruitment and retention 
such as abusive behavior and 
poor sportsmanship, Davis 
put the spotlight squarely on 
the world’s foremost umpire 
advocacy and education 
organization.

“Fortunately, Little League 
International is going to be 
at the forefront of trying to 
address that,” Davis said. “We’re 
hoping to partner with the 
National Association of Sports 
Officials (NASO) and also with 
the National Federation of High 
Schools (NFHS) to deal with that 
and start some programs that 
make people more aware of it.”

One of the resources Davis 
and the Little League team have 
committed to using is the “Say 
Yes to Officiating” website that 
was first launched in 2018 to 
house a bevy of free resources 
for organizations to develop 
recruitment and retention 
strategies, and to provide 
comprehensive information and 
direction to people interested in 
becoming sports officials.

Three years later, as part 
of the 2021 NASO Summit@
Home, an accompanying public 
relations effort was launched 
that includes the “Say Yes to 
Officiating Documentary,” 
a professionally produced 
13-minute film that delves 
into the officiating lives of five 
different sports officials from 
all walks of life. It prominently 
features former NFL referee 
and NCAA Division I men’s 
basketball official Gene 
Steratore, who now serves 

an officiating analyst for CBS 
Sports. 

That documentary, 
and well as customized 
commercial-length public 
service announcements videos 
can be locally branded in an 
effort to recruit sports officials. 
They are now available 
free of charge to national 
officiating organizations, state 
associations and local groups. 
As of Sept. 1, more than 70 
organizations have indeed 
customized the videos and 
PSAs, while hundreds more 
have downloaded additional 
non-customized versions for 
their use. Those numbers don’t 
even account for the thousands 
of downloads of additional 
resources such as “how-to” 
guides, presentations and other 
videos.

“We continue to receive 
requests from all over the 
country, and in a few cases, 
the world, from sports 
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