


START COLLEGE 
OFF RIGHT...
TUITION FREE

• State Tuition Assistance
Covers tuition and fees up to $14,400 per year 
Dependents are eligible to use these benefits

• Tuition Grant Program
Offered at several Michigan colleges, it reduces tuition in 
the form of a noncompetitive grant

• ROTC Benefits
Scholarships pay either all tuition and fees or $10k per 
year for room and board, a $1,200 per year book stipend, 
and a $420 per month stipend

• Montgomery GI Bill
Directly deposited in the student’s bank account monthly. 
The rate goes up every October

• Montgomery GI Bill kicker
An additional amount to the GI Bill for those that qualify 
of up to $200 per month for full-time students

• Federal Tuition Assistance
Up to $4,000 per year paid directly to the school

• Student Loan Repayment Program
Up to $50,000 Paid directly to the lending institution for 
existing and future qualified student loans

• College First Program
Exemption from deployment while completing up to two 
years of college as a full-time student

Learn More:

http://nationalguard.com/mi


https://shopmhsaa.com/mhsaa/shop/home


Welcome to the MHSAA 
Championships!  This is a 
classroom like no other, 

and now is the time for the final exam. 
Like the academic classroom, some have 
had good fortune and smooth sailing 
along the way in getting here while others 
have overcome adversity during the sea‐
son. Even today, a good bounce or a bad bounce will occur. 

Your athletic skills are put to the test, but more impor‐
tantly, your discipline will be challenged, as well. The knack 
for making the right move at the right moment is often the dif‐
ference between winning and coming up just short.  

Discipline also means testing your self‐control and people 
skills. To embrace our diverse opponents as equals, and to em‐
ploy common decency – every – single – moment. Win or lose. 

That’s the beauty of educational athletics. The takeaways 
today are not the trophies and medals, but the life lessons 
learned and applied over years of sports.  

Last year, the MHSAA celebrated its 100th year.  As we 
begin the second century of school sports in Michigan, let’s 
remember and be thankful for the efforts of all those who 
have made this Final tournament experience so special.  

Congratulations for reaching the end of the tournament 
road.  Good luck to all! 

  — Mark Uyl 
MHSAA Executive Director
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In May of 2024, the MHSAA announced the addition of 
Boys Volleyball to its sponsored tournament menu, 
beginning with the 2025‐26 school year. 

Now, 25 months in the making, eight teams converge on 
Battle Creek’s Kellogg Arena this weekend to serve up the first‐
ever MHSAA Boys Volleyball Finals. 

Four schools in each of two Divisions have emerged from 
the field of 123 total participating schools in this inaugural year, 
and that number is sure to grow in years to come. 

Following is a capsule look at each school advancing to the 
Semifinals. 

 
DIVISION 1 

 
GRAND HAVEN (39-1) 
Coach: Jim VanTol  
Leaders: Maddox Krugler 336 kills, Caleb Cryst 672 assists, 

Alfredo Ellis 61 blocks 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Muskegon Mona Shores, Jenison 

and Rockford in Regionals; Hudsonville in Quarterfinals 
 
MACOMB DAKOTA (20-9-3) 
Coach: Alec Arena  
Leaders: Matthew Lefever 213 kills, Nathan Allport 212 kills, 

Samuel Yang 383 assists, Andrew Thamarus 55 blocks  
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Utica, Sterling Heights Stevenson 

and Utica Ford in Regionals; Dearborn Fordson in 
Quarterfinals 

 
LAKE ORION (22-0) 
Coach: Tony Scavarda  
Leaders: Jan Ludvik 406 kills, Owen Dyer 306 assists, Blake 

Silaghi 24 blocks 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Rochester, Rochester Adams and 

Troy in Regionals; Farmington in Quarterfinals 
 
NORTHVILLE (33-7-1) 
Coach: Nyia Setla  
Leaders: Julian Janisse 325 kills, Jude Butler‐Shriner 713 

assists, Max Corrent 124 blocks 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Adrian, Canton and Saline in 

Regionals; Hartland in Quarterfinals 
 

DIVISION 2 
 
GRAND RAPIDS SOUTH CHRISTIAN (27-13-2) 
Coach: Mya Udell  
Leaders: Noah Jager 234, Ezra Miller 633 assists, Noah Jager 

61 blocks 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Wyoming Kelloggsville, Holland and 

Holland Christian in Regionals; St. Joseph in Quarterfinals 
 

WALLED LAKE CENTRAL (24-19) 
Coach: Miguel Strauss  
Leaders: Stats not provided 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Farmington Hills Huda Upper, 

Walled Lake Western and Ann Arbor Fr Gabriel Richard in 
Regionals; Dearborn Divine Child in Quarterfinals 

 
LOWELL (25-6) 
Coach: Drew Davidson  
Leaders: Max Davidson 328 kills, Max Davidson 473 assists, 

Josh Wolters 44 blocks 
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Mount Pleasant, Greenville and 

Midland in Regionals; Grand Rapids Christian in Quarterfinals 
 
AUBURN HILLS OAKLAND CHRISTIAN (11-2) 
Coach: Alex Redford  
Leaders: Andrew Redford 104 kills, Efraim Lopes 151 assists, 

Andrew Redford 28 blocks  
Road to Kellogg: Defeated Mt. Morris, North Branch and 

Waterford Kettering in Regionals; Auburn Hills Avondale in 
Quarterfinals
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Keith Dunlap

History Will Be Made

2026 Finals PReview



#1 FOR ATHLETIC REGISTRATION, COMPLIANCE, AND COMMUNICATION

INCREASE SAFETY     
ENSURE COMPLIANCE   
REDUCE RISK

PROTECT COACHES
SAVE STAKEHOLDERS TIME
IMPROVE COMMUNICATION

KEY BENEFITS 
FOR YOUR ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
REGISTRATION & CLEARANCE
Automate registration for athletes and coaches, collect forms once, and 
reuse veri昀ed data season-to-season and year-to-year – saving everyone time! 

COMPLIANCE & SAFETY
Track physicals, certi昀cations, medical action plans, codes of conduct
and policies – all time-stamped and centrally stored to reduce liability.

COMMUNICATION & COORDINATION
Reach athletes, coaches, and parents instantly by roster, status, or sport.  
Send automated reminders for clearances, expirations, and return-to-play.

DATA GOVERNANCE & REPORTING
Access real-time dashboards for eligibility, participation, Title IX compliance, 
and attendance. Export veri昀ed data for district and state reporting.

COST AND TIME SAVINGS
Simplify admin oversight, reduce manual tasks, and eliminate calls, notes,  
and foot traf昀c with one secure platform that unites registration, emergency  
preparedness, and communication work昀ows.

FINALFORMS IS TRUSTED BY LEADERS THAT YOU TRUST

REQUEST A DEMO
Discover how FinalForms can 
transform your daily work昀ow.

IMPACT
BY THE NUMBERS
FinalForms Athletic Directors

EXPERIENCE

271% 
LESS TURNOVER
... just 9.7% vs. 26.3%
NATIONAL AVERAGE

Paper is risky. Simple online forms don’t verify and distribute data.  
FinalForms data governance is the future of athletic administration.
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Hudsonville 0

 Grand Haven 
(39-1)

Lake Orion (22-0)

Northville (33-7-1)Macomb Dakota 
(20-9-3)

QUARTERFINALS SEMIFINALS SEMIFINALSFINALS QUARTERFINALS

Division 1

Grand Haven 3

Macomb Dakota 3

Dearborn Fordson 0

3 Lake Orion

1 Farmington

3 Northville

0 Hartland

2026 Road to the Finals

Grand Rapids S Christian 3

GR South Christian 
(27-13-2)

Lowell (25-6)

Auburn Hills Oakland 
Christian (11-2)

Walled Lake 
Central (24-19) 

Division 2
St Joseph 1

Dearborn Divine Child 0

Walled Lake Central 3

3 Lowell

0 Grand Rapids Christian 

1 Auburn Hills Avondale

3 Auburn Hills Oakland Chr

QUARTERFINALS SEMIFINALS SEMIFINALSFINALS QUARTERFINALS

June 6 - 2:30

June 6 - Noon

June 5 
4:30 pm

June 5 
6:30 pm

June 5 
Noon

June 5 
2 pm

All matches streamed live at MHSAA.tv



Learn more at
MilkMeansMore.org

With protein, carbs & electrolytes, 
chocolate milk refuels and hydrates.

https://www.milkmeansmore.org/chocolate-milk-2/


The Finalists           Division 1
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macomb dakota (20-9-3)
School Colors: Navy, Green & Gray 
Superintendent: Ronald Roberts 
Principal: Kevin Koskos 
Athletic Director: Shane Finney 

Conference: Macomb Area  
  Conference – Red (7-0, 1st) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Dearborn Fordson 3-0

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
 1/3        Aiden Collins                            L             5-7            Jr. 
    7        John Nguyen                         DS             5-4            Jr. 
    9        Samuel Yang                           S             5-5            Sr. 
  10        Omar Alshakaa                     RS             6-1            Sr. 
  11        Matthew Lefever                   OH             6-0            Sr. 
2/12       Kobe Nguyen                        DS             5-8            Sr. 
  13        Nathan Allport                       OH             6-1            So. 
  14        Josh Thoel                            RS             6-0            Fr. 
  15        Brandon Choi                        DS             5-8            Fr. 
  16        Trenton Yang                           S             5-6            Fr. 
  17        Anthony Meraja                     DS             5-7            Fr. 
  18        Joseph Trachsel                    RS             6-5            Sr. 
  19        Benjamin Thoel                    MH             6-6            Sr. 
  20        Andrew Thamarus                MH             6-6            Sr. 
 
Head Coach: Alec Arena (20-9-3, 1 year) 
Assistant Coaches: Andrew Aude, John Vestal 
Captains: Matthew Lefever, Andrew Thamarus, Aiden Collins 
Athletic Trainer: Tone Oglesby 
 

cougars

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: Lefever 213; Allport 212  Assists: Yang 383; Kooiker 482  Blocks: Thamarus 55

School Colors: Blue & Gold 
Superintendent: Kristin Perkowski 
Principal: Tracy Wilson 
Athletic Director: Taylor Schriber 

Conference: O-K Conference - 
  Rainbow III (13-1, 1st) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Hudsonville 3-0

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Karter Schradin                    MB             6-0            Sr. 
    2        Carson Moroney                      L           5-10            Sr. 
    3        Cooper Start                         OH           5-10            Jr. 
    4        Alfredo Ellis                           OP             6-3            Jr. 
    6        Levi Londot                           DS             5-4            So. 
    7        Caleb Cryst                              S             6-1            Sr. 
    8        Maddox Krugler                    OH             6-3            Jr. 
    9        John Cryst                            OH             6-2            So. 
  10        Brandon Stapelman              MB            5-11            Fr. 
  11        Pablo Hanania                      DS            5-11            Sr. 
  12        Carter Meyer                        OH           5-10            So. 
  13        Braeden Jansen                   MB             6-4            Jr. 
  14        Ryker Hoekstra                     OP             6-0            Jr. 
  15        Owen Jiang                          MB             6-3            Sr. 
 
Head Coach: Jim VanTol (39-1, 1 year) 
Assistant Coaches: Brian Cryst,  Katy Walters 
Captains: Caleb Cryst, Maddox Krugler, Alfredo Ellis,  
  Carson Moroney 
Athletic Trainers: Katie Lamphere, Heather Harrison 

Bucs 

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: Krugler 336  Assists: Cryst 672 Blocks: Ellis 61

Grand haven (39-1)
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northville (33-7-1)
School Colors: Black & Orange 
Superintendent: Dr. RJ Weber 
Principal: Tony Koski 
Athletic Director: Brian Samulski 

Conference: Kensington Lakes 
Activities Assoc (15-1, 1st) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Hartland 3-0

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    0        Zachary Osbourne                DS             5-8            Sr. 
    1        Yuta Kikumori                       OH             5-7            Sr. 
    9        Archer Hayek                       OH           5-11            Jr. 
  11        Shane Totten                        OH             5-9            Sr. 
  12        Jude Butler-Shriner                 S            5-11            Sr. 
  13        Adam Piao                            MB             6-3            Sr 
  14        Julian Janisse                       RS             6-1            Sr. 
  15        Max Corrent                          DS             5-9            So. 
  16        Naga Pridhvesh Bachu           S             5-8            Fr. 
  19        Ellis Swearingen                   MB             6-0            Fr. 
  22        Liam Rommeck                     DS             5-8            Jr. 
  23        Joshua Vertrees                   MB             6-8            So. 
  24        Connor Manhart                       L            5-11            Sr. 
  26        Subhash Tej Bachu              OH           5-10            Jr. 
 
Head Coach: Nyia Setla (33-7-1, 1 year) 
Assistant Coaches: Erin Morrisey, Ally Siegert, Harrison Asher 
Captains: Jude Butler-Shriner, Julian Janisse, Connor Manhart 
Athletic Trainer: Cody Zink 
Managers: Venkata Sunkara, Aubrie Kiel, Livvy Setla, TQ Setla

mustangs

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: Janisse 325  Assists: Butler-Shriner 713  Blocks: Corrent 124

The Finalists           division 1

Lake orion (22-0)
School Colors: Green & White 
Superintendent: Heidi Mercer 
Principal: Dr. Dan Haas 
Athletic Director: Chris Bell 

Conference: Oakland Activities  
  Association – Red (8-0, 1st) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Farmington 3-1

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Kuba Wolski                         OH           5-11            Sr. 
    2        Van Thang                            DS             5-6            Fr. 
    3        Ethan Mckay                      OPP             5-7            Jr. 
    4        Ely Chang                                L             5-5            Fr. 
    5        Jan Ludvik                            OH             6-2            Sr. 
    6        Cole Essmann                      MB           5-10            Sr. 
    8        Chance Chang                        S             5-6            Sr. 
    9        David Aldrete-Bonilla          OPP           5-10            So. 
  10        Blake Silaghi                         MB           5-10            Jr.
  11        Fares Ghodbane                OPP             5-8            Jr. 
  16        Owen Dyer                              S           5-10            Jr. 
  21        Gerardo Mendez Gonzalez     S             5-7            Sr. 
 
Head Coach: Tony Scavarda (22-0, 1 year) 
Captains: Kuba Wolski, Jan Ludvik 
Athletic Trainers: Chelsea Hanning, Margaret Oliveto 

dragons

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: Ludvik 406 Assists: Dyer 306  Blocks: Silaghi 24



walled lake central (24-19)
School Colors: Gold & Navy 
Superintendent: Brian Swinehart 
Principal: Kyle Meteyer 
Athletic Director: Jessica Fisher 

Conference: Lakes Valley  
  Conference (6-8, 3rd) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Dearborn Divine Child 3-0

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Kai Waynick                      S/OH             6-1            So. 
    3        Liam George                         RS             5-8            Jr. 
    6        Ian Shaw                                 M             6-1            Jr. 
    7        Logan Savage                      RS           5-10            Fr. 
    8        Madhav Nair                            L             5-7            Jr. 
  10        Liam Masters                     DS/S             5-6            So. 
  11        Eli Fogarasi                           DS             5-6            Jr. 
  12        Brayden Grace                     RS             5-8            Fr. 
  13        Cass Murray                         RS             5-9            So. 
  16        Simon Roth                          OH           5-10            Sr. 
  18        Jerry Hempfield                 OH/S             6-0            Sr. 
  20        Benjamin Baldwin                MH             6-1            Jr. 
 
Head Coach: Miguel Strauss (24-19, 1 year) 
Assistant Coaches: Jackson Van Curler 
Captains: Jerry Hempfield, Kai Waynick 
Athletic Trainer: Mairead Brown 
Manager: Emalyn Buser 
 

vikings

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Stats not provided by school

The Finalists           division 2
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Grand rapids south chr (27-13-2)

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Ezra Miller                               S                --            Sr. 
    2        Jack Borisch                         OH                --            Sr. 
    3        Mark Kuipers                      OPP                --            Sr. 
    4        Noah Klump                         OH                --            Sr. 
    5        Brock Hoekwater                     L                --            Sr. 
    6        Noah Jager                           MB                --            Sr. 
    7        Derek Smit                            DS                --            So. 
    8        Drew VanLaan                      MB                --            Fr. 
    9        Ryan Smit                          DS/S                --            Fr. 
  10        Krew Helmholdt                    DS                --            Fr. 
  11        Carson Joldersma                MB                --            Sr. 
  12        Evan VanDrunen                  DS                --            Fr. 
  13        Tyson Steendam                  MB                --            Fr. 
  14        Nathan Marcusse              DS/S                --            Fr. 
  15        Tyler DeWeerd                   OPP                --            So. 
 
Head Coach: Mya Udell (27-13-2, 1 year) 
Assistant Coach: Stephanie McIntyre 
Captains: Jack Borisch, Brock Hoekwater, Noah Jager 
Athletic Trainers: Dianna Kisner, Heather Smith 

School Colors: Navy & Blue 
Superintendent: Aaron Meckes 
Principal: Krista Wright 
Athletic Director: David Kool 

Conference: O-K Conference -  
  Rainbow II (5-5, 3rd) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. St. Joseph 3-1

sailors

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: Jager 234 Assists: Miller 633 Blocks: Jager 61
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lowell (25-6)

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Max Davidson                   S/OH             6-2            Sr. 
    2        Lincoln Pollema                    RS             6-1            Jr. 
    3        Jaeger Smith                        OH           5-10            Fr. 
    4        Issac Kissinger                  S/RS           5-10            Fr. 
    5        Will Selent                             DS             5-9            Fr. 
    6        Teyton Compton                      L             5-9            Fr. 
    8        Josh Wolters                           M             6-4            Jr. 
    9        Damon Thomas                    OH             6-1            Fr. 
  10        Ethan Cobb                             M             6-3            Jr. 
  11        Eli Vangroningen                    M             6-3            Jr. 
  12        Liam Bolen                            RS             6-0            Fr. 
 
Head Coach: Drew Davidson (25-6, 1 year) 
Assistant Coach: Jacob Davidson 
Captain: Max Davidson 
Athletic Trainer: Sean Mandle 
 
 2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 

Kills: Davidson 328  Assists: Davidson 473  Blocks: Wolters 44

School Colors: Red & White 
Superintendent: Nate Fowler 
Principal: Dominic Lowe 
Athletic Director: Patrick Russell 

Conference: River Cities  
  Alliance (8-0, 1st) 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Grand Rapids Christian 3-1

red arrows

auburn hills oakland chr (11-2)
School Colors: Forest Green & Vegas Gold 
Superintendent: Susan Brock 
Principal: Brian Eddy 
Athletic Director: Anthony Newell 

Conference: Independent 
 
MHSAA Quarterfinal Result 
Def. Auburn Hills Avondale 3-1

No.        Name                                 Pos.              Ht.            Cl.
    1        Andrew Redford                   MB                --            Sr. 
    2        Matthew Rowe            DS/ UTIL                --            Sr. 
    3        Micah Redford                      OH                --            So. 
    5        Sam Pfeiffer                   RS/ DS                --            So. 
    7        Luke Reyes                       S/RS                --            Jr. 
  10        Carter Combs                       OH                --            Jr. 
  11        Jackson Hoffman           RS/ DS                --            Fr. 
  12        Efraim Lopez                     S/RS                --            So. 
  14        Ben Diemer                          MB                --            Sr. 
 
Head Coach: Alex Redford (11-2, 1 year) 
Captains: Andrew Redford, Matthew Rowe, Micah Redford 
Athletic Trainer: Dr. Christopher Lewis 

lancers 

The Finalists           division 2

2026 Leaders (Through Regionals) 
Kills: A Redford 104  Assists: Lopes 151  Blocks: A Redford 28
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School Sports Perspective

High school sports is experiencing record partici‐
pation. It is also experiencing unprecedented 
pressure.  

Across the country, young athletes are training earlier, 
competing year‐round and navigating expectations shaped by 
a rapidly expanding youth sports economy. For many fami‐
lies, athletics now feel like increasingly high stakes.  

High school sports operate differently—by design. They 
exist within schools, alongside classrooms, guided by the 
same educational mission. Participation is structured to sup‐
port academic success and to teach intangibles like discipline, 
teamwork, resilience and responsibility. Rules around eligi‐
bility, seasons and competition are not barriers to ambition; 
they are safeguards for students.  

As expectations around winning and advancement contin‐
ue to rise, the NFHS believes it is worth reaffirming the role 
that high school athletics play in education—and why that 
purpose matters.  

Every high school athlete is a student first, and we see 
high school sports as a vital extension of the classroom. In 
“the last class of the day,” student‐athletes develop character 
and integrity and learn life lessons they will carry with them 
long after their playing days are over.  

Today’s high school student‐athletes will be tomorrow’s 
leaders. So, while the goal of playing high school sports is to 
win, the true purpose is much greater—for students to learn 
and grow as people.  

How? By keeping high school sports educational, competi‐
tively balanced and accessible for all students. Why? To 
ensure high school sports develop the whole person, not just 
the athlete.  

Last summer, the New York Times published an article 
stating youth sports is now a $40 billion industry. Private les‐
sons, club sports, travel teams and elite competitions are 
costly and wildly popular.  

For many student‐athletes, their sports experience is 
focused on becoming an elite athlete and landing a college 
scholarship.  

But according to the NCAA, of the 8.2 million high 
school student‑athletes in the United States (an all‑time 
record), only 7% go on to play in college, and only 2% 
earn any type of scholarship.  

Further, data from College Board’s “Trends in College 
Pricing and Student Aid 2025” report shows that the total 
published cost of attendance (tuition, fees, room and 

board) at four‑year colleges 
now averages roughly $31,000 
per year in‑state and more than 
$50,000 per year out‑of‑state—
underscoring why families feel 
intense pressure to secure athlet‐
ic scholarships.  

That’s why the purpose of high 
school sports must be so much 
more than winning, earning tro‐
phies or advancing to the next 
level.  

Only a select few go on to play 
in college and even fewer get 
scholarships. But nearly all stu‐
dent‐athletes benefit from partici‐
pating in high school sports. They 
experience personal growth. They 
learn leadership skills. They build 
community and more. When ath‐
letics are education‐based, stu‐
dents’ long‐term development and well‐being remain the top 
priority above all else.  

With the guiding principle of students first, the NFHS and 
state high school associations across the country are commit‐
ted to preserving the integrity, opportunity and educational 
alignment of high school sports for all student‐athletes.  

The purpose of high school sports—helping students 
learn and grow as people—is what we are here to protect and 
preserve for generations to come. And it is our honor to do 
so.  

 
— Karissa Niehoff 

NFHS Executive Director 
 

Dr. Karissa L. Niehoff is in her eighth year as chief executive 
officer of the National Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS) in Indianapolis, IN. She is the first female 
to head the national leadership organization for high school 
athletics and performing arts activities and the sixth full‑time 
executive director of the NFHS. She previously was executive 
director of the Connecticut Association of Schools‑Connecticut 
Interscholastic Athletic Conference for seven years.

KARISSA NIEHOFF 

Growing is the Purpose: Education First 



The Michigan High School Athletic Association/Farm Bureau Insurance Scholar-Athlete Award has been recog-
nizing the top student-athletes for 37 years. Applicants for the Scholar-Athlete Award must meet the following 
criteria: A minimum cumulative grade-point average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale; and must have previously won a var-

sity letter. Applicants also show involvement in other school and community activities; submit two letters of recommenda-
tion and a 500-word essay on the importance of sportsmanship in educational athletics. 

Recipients of the 2025-26 Scholar-Athlete Award receive a $2,000 college scholarship to be used at the college, uni-
versity, or trade school of their choice during the 2026-27 school year. This year, a total of 1,438 applications from 426 
schools were received for 32 scholarships. Class A students were guaranteed 12 winners, Class B eight winners, Class 
C six winners and Class D four winners. Two at-large winners were also selected. 

All scholarship recipients were honored during the MHSAA Boys Baksetball Finals at the Breslin Center in East 
Lansing in March.

Scholar-Athlete Class of 2026

Lydia Binelli  
Berkley 
Class A 

 

Maya Carlson  
Manistique 

Class C 
 

Gavin Comero  
Ishpeming 
Westwood 

Class C 

Brynn Corrion  
Bay City Central 

Class A 
 

Madison Dennis  
Durand 
Class B 

 

Omar Elghawy  
Portage Northern 

Class A 
 

Caila Fitchett  
Dryden 
Class D 

 

Natalie Foltz  
Frankenmuth 

Class B 
 

Ari Blank  
Birmingham Groves 

Class A 
 

Miles Dell  
Chelsea 
Class B 

 

Sajan Doshi  
Bloomfield Hills 

Class A 
 

Phoebe Elder  
Haslett 
Class B 

 

Programs
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Trevor Griffith  
Flint Kearsley 

Class A 
 

Lilamae Frank  
Battle Creek 

Lakeview 
Class A 

Cole Haist  
Big Rapids 

Class B 
 

Benjamin Hu  
Northville 

Class A 

Logan Johnson  
Flint Powers 

Catholic 
Class B 

Amogh Mavatoor  
Northville 

Class A 
 

Hope Miller  
Blissfield 
Class C 

 

Ian Morgan  
Okemos 
Class A 

 
 

Jack Nelson  
Ontonagon 

Class D 
 
 

Julia Noureddine  
Grosse Ile 

Class B 
 

Ethan Stine  
Bridgman 
Class C 

 

Maggie Telgenhof  
Holland 
Class A 

 

David Wahl  
Gaylord St Mary 

Class D 
 

Maggie Rothstein  
Holland West 

Ottawa 
Class A 

Drew Ruddy  
Ottawa Lake 
Whiteford 

Class C 

Madison Karakashian  
Bloomfield Hills 

Academy Sacred Heart 
Class D 

Ava Mac Donald  
Rochester Adams 

Class A 
 

Irelynn Pachulski  
Saranac 
Class C 

 
 

Brayley West  
Lake Fenton 

Class B 
 

Micah Zacks  
Detroit Country Day 

Class B



Leadership

Sixteen junior and senior student‐
athletes during the 2025‐26 aca‐
demic year are serving on the 

Michigan High School Athletic Association’s 
Student Advisory Council. 

The Student Advisory Council is a  group 
which provides feedback on issues impact‐
ing educational athletics from a student’s 
perspective, and also is involved in the oper‐
ation of MHSAA championship events and 
other programming. Members of the 
Student Advisory Council serve for two 
years, beginning as juniors. Eight new mem‐
bers are selected annually to serve on the 
SAC, with nominations made by MHSAA 
member schools. This year’s juniors joined 
the group of eight seniors appointed a year 
ago. 

Completing their first years on the 
Student Advisory Council in 2025‐26 are: 
Nichole James ,  Detroit Edison; Mia 
McGregor, Mio; Camryn Siegers, Holland 
Christian; Lucy Weber ,  Fenton; Brody 
Hammer, Middleville Thornapple‐Kellogg; 
Sam Bentley, Ypsilanti Lincoln; Mason 
Mireles, Hartford; and Joey Smokevitch, 
Johannesburg‐Lewiston. 

Those eight members were selected 
from 125 applicants, the second largest 
group of applicants in the 20 years of the 
council. The first Student Advisory Council 
was formed for the 2006‐07 school year. 
With the addition of this class beginning this 
summer, members will have represented 
148 schools from 53 leagues plus independ‐
ent schools that do not play in a league. 
Combined, the new appointees have partici‐
pated in 11 MHSAA sports, and six will be 
the first SAC members from their respective 
schools. 

The Student Advisory Council generally 
meets eight times each school year, and 
once more for a 24‐hour leadership camp. In 
addition to assisting in the promotion of the 
educational value of interscholastic athlet‐
ics, the Council discusses issues dealing with 
the 4 S’s of educational athletics: scholar‐
ship, sportsmanship, safety (including 
health and nutrition) and the sensible scope 
of athletic programs. There also is a fifth S 
discussed by the group – student leadership. 

This school year, the Council handed out 
championship trophies at Finals events, led 
sessions during four Sportsmanship 

Summits, provided feedback to the MHSAA 
Representative Council on proposed rule 
changes, worked on a mental health initia‐
tive, and wrote the script for a public service 
announcement on adult spectator sports‐
manship that was included in broadcasts 
throughout the last school year. 

 

Class of 2026 members who were select‐
ed a year ago are Itzel Albarran, Bronson; 
Harper Barnhart ,  Brownstown 
Woodhaven; Diamond Cook, Southfield 
Christian; Henry  Ewles ,  Pontiac Notre 
Dame Prep; Cole Haist, Big Rapids; Frannie 
Keeley, Jenison; Trey LaValley, Romeo; and 
Ethan Stine, Bridgman.

Student Advisory Council Aids MHSAA

2025-26 Student Advisory Council 
First Row: Mia McGregor, Mio; Joey Smokevitch, Johannesburg-Lewiston; Lucy Weber, Fenton; 
Mason Mireles, Hartford; Camryn Siegers, Holland Christian; Sam Bentley, Ypsilanti Lincoln; and 
Brody Hammer, Middleville. Second Row: Harper Barnhart, Brownstown Woodhaven; Diamond 
Cook, Southfield Christian; Ethan Stine, Bridgman; Trey LaValley, Romeo; Henry Ewles, Pontiac 
Notre Dame Prep; Cole Haist, Big Rapids; Frannie Keeley, Jenison; and Itzel Albarran, Bronson. 
Not Pictured: Nichole James, Detroit Edison. 

Student Advisory Council Belief Statement 
As the voice of Michigan's student‐athletes, the Student Advisory Council's role is to con‐
vey the message of how high school sports are supposed to be played.  We are responsible 
for helping the MHSAA maintain a positive and healthy atmosphere in which interscholas‐
tic athletes can thrive. 

We believe athletes should be competitive, sportsmanlike and excel academically.  We 
believe students in the stands should have fun, but not take the focus away from the 
game.  We believe coaches should act as teachers, helping student‐athletes develop while 
still keeping high school sports in perspective.  We believe that parents should always be 
positive role models and be supportive of their child's decisions.  We believe officials com‐
mit their own time to high school sports and respect should always be shown and given to 
them. 

The most important goal for student‐athletes is to enjoy high school sports while keeping 
a high level of respect between all those involved in the games.



Our lives are a collection of experiences. Moments of happiness 
and times of great loss. On the field, court–or where ever you 
play–through the big wins, learning from the mistakes, season 

celebrations and graduations.
 

As Michigan’s Insurance Company; we’re proud to support 
Michigan high school athletes and their families for all the 

moments that matter. Because at Farm Bureau Insurance, the 
experience you get with our trusted local advisors is different.

From financial security to a helping hand, the

EXPERIENCE MATTERS.
Find an agent who can protect what matters to you.

Official Partner of the Michigan High School Athletic Association

https://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com/


Leadership

MHSAA Representative Council

Representative Council Members
Chris Adams*, Secretary‑Treasurer 
Superintendent 
Camden‐Frontier High School 
Class C‐D — Southeastern Michigan 
 
Jay Alexander* 
Executive Director of Athletics 
Detroit Public Schools 
Detroit Public Schools Position 
 
Mike Bakker** 
Principal 
Fenton High School 
Statewide At‐Large 
 
Fred Bryant** 
Athletic Director 
Cadillac High School 
Class A‐B — Northern Lower Peninsula 
 
Jerry DeGroot**  
CEO and Principal 
Hudsonville Unity Christian High School 
Private and Parochial Schools 
 
Ross Fort (ex‑officio) 
Special Assistant to Deputy Superintendent  
   for Finance and Operations 
Michigan Dept. of Education, Lansing 
Designee 
 
Karyn Furlong** 
Athletic Director 
Richland Gull Lake High School 
Class A‐B — Southwestern Michigan 

Aaron Gaffney** 
Superintendent 
Ellsworth Community School 
Class C‐D — Northern Michigan 
 
Chris Hartman* 
Athletic Director 
Kingsford High School 
Class A‐B — Upper Peninsula 
 
Sean Jacques**, Vice President 
Teacher 
Calumet High School 
Class C‐D — Upper Peninsula 
 
Jeff Kline* 
Athletic Director  
Mt. Morris High School 
Statewide At‐Large 
 
Jason Malloy** 
Athletic Director 
Westland John Glenn High School 
Appointee 
 
Dr. Monica Merritt** 
Superintendent 
Plymouth‐Canton Schools 
Appointee 
 
Chris Miller* 
Athletic Director/Director of Operations 
Gobles High School 
Class C‐D — Southwestern Michigan 
 

Fred Smith** 
Athletic Director 
Bangor Middle School 
Junior High/Middle Schools 
 
Adam Stefanski* 
Athletic Director 
Boyne City High School 
Junior High/Middle Schools 
 
Dr. Arnetta Thompson* 
Superintendent 
Godfrey‐Lee Public Schools 
Appointee 
 
John Thompson**, President 
Athletic Director 
Brighton High School 
Class A‐B — Southeastern Michigan 
 
Jennifer Thunberg* 
Principal 
Freeland Middle School 
Appointee 
 
*Term Expires December 2027 
**Term Expires December 2026  

First Row: Mark Uyl, Jay Alexander, John Thompson, Sean Jacques, Chris Adams. 
Second Row: Aaron Gafney, Arnetta Thompson, Jennifer Thunberg, Karyn Furlong. 
Third Row: Fred Bryant, Monica Merritt, Chris Hartman, Chris Miller. Fourth Row: 
Jerry DeGroot, Adam Stefanski, Jason Malloy, Mike Bakker, Jeff Kline. 

Photo taken May 2026

T he Representative Council  of the 
Michigan High School Athletic 
Association is the body assembled to 

carry out the wishes of member schools. The 
Council meets several times annually to discuss 
and pass legislation concerning interscholastic ath‐
letics in Michigan. 

The Representative Council is made up of 19 
members, with all but five elected by a vote of 
MHSAA‐member schools to represent different 
geographic regions, different sizes of schools, non‐
public schools, and junior and middle schools. Two 
members are elected to statewide at‐large posi‐
tions. Four members are appointed by the Council 
to facilitate representation of females and minori‐
ties, and the 19th position is occupied by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction or his/her 
designee. 

The officers and two other representatives 
form the MHSAA’s Executive Committee, which 
meets on a monthly basis during the school year to 
review eligibility appeals and other current busi‐
ness.



champions.

#meijercommunity

Proud sponsor of hundreds of teams 
across Michigan.

https://www.meijer.com/


By using OK2SAY, you can help make a 
difference in your school by speaking up for 
the safety of those around you. 
 
OK2SAY provides a safe and confidential way 
for you to stand up and make a difference by 
reporting anything that threatens your safety 
or the safety of others.

8-555-OK2SAY
855-565-2729

ok2say.com

652729 (OK2SAY)

ok2say@mi.gov

IT'S GAME TIME!

https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say/


Schedule Games

Coordinate Workers

Send Notifications

Reserve Facilities

Manage Contracts

Athletic Website

Collect Registrations

Social Media Graphics

eventlink.com

Your ONE SPOT software, 
in the game and beyond.

PROUD PARTNER866-330-7710

info@eventlink.com

https://eventlink.com/


#1 FOR ATHLETIC REGISTRATION, COMPLIANCE, AND COMMUNICATION

INCREASE SAFETY     
ENSURE COMPLIANCE   
REDUCE RISK

PROTECT COACHES
SAVE STAKEHOLDERS TIME
IMPROVE COMMUNICATION

KEY BENEFITS 
FOR YOUR ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
REGISTRATION & CLEARANCE
Automate registration for athletes and coaches, collect forms once, and 
reuse verified data season-to-season and year-to-year – saving everyone time! 

COMPLIANCE & SAFETY
Track physicals, certifications, medical action plans, codes of conduct
and policies – all time-stamped and centrally stored to reduce liability.

COMMUNICATION & COORDINATION
Reach athletes, coaches, and parents instantly by roster, status, or sport.  
Send automated reminders for clearances, expirations, and return-to-play.

DATA GOVERNANCE & REPORTING
Access real-time dashboards for eligibility, participation, Title IX compliance, 
and attendance. Export verified data for district and state reporting.

COST AND TIME SAVINGS
Simplify admin oversight, reduce manual tasks, and eliminate calls, notes,  
and foot traffic with one secure platform that unites registration, emergency  
preparedness, and communication workflows.

FINALFORMS IS TRUSTED BY LEADERS THAT YOU TRUST

REQUEST A DEMO
Discover how FinalForms can 
transform your daily workflow.

IMPACT
BY THE NUMBERS
FinalForms Athletic Directors

EXPERIENCE

271% 
LESS TURNOVER
... just 9.7% vs. 26.3%
NATIONAL AVERAGE

Paper is risky. Simple online forms don’t verify and distribute data.  
FinalForms data governance is the future of athletic administration.

https://www.finalforms.com/


Teach your child how to navigate the digital world safely 
so they can avoid falling victim. 

Keeping kids safe today, so they 
can be ready for tomorrow. 

Michigan Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force 

Learn more at www.Michigan.gov/ICAC 

https://www.michiganicac.com/


Your Game Plan for Game Day.
Support your favorite teams and athletes no matter where they  
play—all year long. 

Everything you need is on Hudl.
Highlights, schedules, rosters and more.  Follow these steps to ensure you  

never miss a moment.

Download the Hudl Fan app or visit fan.hudl.com.

Search for your favorite school and select their profile.

•	 Pro Tip: If you’re using the Hudl Fan app, easily stay up-to-date  
by clicking Favorite on the school or team profile.

Find schedules and highlights on the school and team pages.

Follow your school or teams on social media to stay up to date on key details

Make Your Fan Account

4

3

2

1

https://www.hudl.com/fan-mobile
http://fan.hudl.com
http://fan.hudl.com
https://www.hudl.com/solutions/high-school?utm_source=mHSAA&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=highSchoolSales


“I invest, save, and spend my 
money WITHOUT losing my 

benefits. You can too!”

A MiABLE account can be opened in about 15 minutes with as 
little as $25. You may be eligible if your disability began before age 
46 and you’re currently entitled to Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or receive 
a disability certification.

Plan for the future or spend today on 
housing, transportation, education, 
and much more!

A parent, caregiver, or legal guardian can 
open a MiABLE account. Plus, anyone can 
contribute!

Start saving at 
Michigan.gov/MiABLE!

https://www.michigan.gov/miable


Your Officials Today 

Just as the participants on the teams at this year’s Finals 
are realizing a dream of vying for top honors, another group 
of individuals are also reaching a goal for the hard work they 
have put in by being assigned to officiate the action. 

Officials for MHSAA Finals are selected based on the rec‐
ommendations and ratings by schools, as well as from input 
from local officials associations. 

These officials believe that interscholastic athletics are 
truly educational in nature, and work to uphold that standard.  
Like the athletes in the Finals, officials come from all corners 
of Michigan. 

Selected to work this year’s Semifinals / Finals are: 
Referees DeLee Dankenbring, Grand Ledge; Kenneth 

Paszkiewicz, Bloomfield Hills; Randall Pell, Fremont; Ann 
Pell, Fremont; Kirk Snyder, Jonesville; William Theibert, 
Fowlerville; Phillip Whitcomb, Lake Odessa; Robert Wilson, 
Rockford. 

Line Judges Dennis Betts, Livonia; Cary Grant, Battle 
Creek;  Andrew Hall, Kentwood; Scott Heckman, Coldwater; 
Mike Lauraine, Portage; Chad Miller, Vicksburg;  

Congratulations to this year’s Final officials. If you are in‐
terested in becoming a registered game official in any sport, 
contact the MHSAA at 1661 Ramblewood Drive, East Lansing, 
MI 48823, or register online at mhsaa.com. 

 
Behind The Scenes 

The hallmark of a strong association is its ability to work 
together for the common good. Every year, approximately  
8,000 game officials and 50,000‐plus administrators and 
coaches at over 1,500 middle, junior and senior high schools 
voluntarily pool their efforts daily for the operations of the 
MHSAA’s competitive extracurricular interscholastic athletic 
program. 

An important responsibility of membership in the Associ‐
ation is the operation of the hundreds of District, Regional and 
Final level tournaments by school administrators who serve 
as the site managers for these games. 

The behind the scenes work of these individuals and their 
staffs make sure that tournament competition is a memorable 
experience for the participants. 

The MHSAA thanks the tournament managers for the 2026   
Boys Volleyball Finals, Jay Gladstone of the Calhoun County 
CVB and Kelly Walden of Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek. As‐
sisting are area volleyball coaches Bre Johnson, Marshall;  
Terra King, Battle Creek Harper Creek; Vicky Groat, Battle 
Creek St. Philip; Jean LaClair, Bronson.  

Tournament staff: head scorekeeper Lurinda Shrauger; 
scoreboard operator Kim Ford; libero tracker Laurie Klok; 
spotter Karyn Furlong; announcers Mark Feather and Steve 
Miller; music Chad Dishaw. 

Coordinating the Finals from the MHSAA office is Assistant 
Director Andi Osters. Assisting with tournament operations 
are Nikki Norris, East Lansing HS; and Paige Winne, Jon Ross 
and Rob Kaminski, MHSAA. Officials Crew Chiefs are Debby 
Karabees‑Betts and Katherine Dolfman. The Michigan In‑
terscholastic Volleyball Coaches Association provides ball 
handlers and hosts the players lounge. 

Statistical Coordinator for this weekend is Geoff Henson, 
assisted by Jenessa Hicks Neal and Aaron Sagraves. 

 
On the Air 

Video streaming of today’s Finals is available on MHSAA.tv. 
A $13.99 subscription will also allow you to watch all of the 
Spring tournament coverage. Annual subscriptions can be pur‐
chased for $79.99, which includes events for the entire MHSAA 
school year.     

 
Results on the Web 

Statistical summaries of the Finals  may be found on 
MHSAA.com.

24                                                                                                                           MHSAA Finals

Match Point

Finals Notes

Net system provider for the MHSAA Volleyball Semifinals and Finals



Students may be eligible to receive the Michigan Achievement
Scholarship at a career training program.

Up to $4,000 to earn a skill certificate—that’s $2,000 per year for up to
two years. 
Find out if your program is eligible by visiting
michigan.gov/careertraining.

Career
Training

Students may be eligible to receive the Michigan Achievement Scholarship
at a Public or Private University.

Up to $27,500 to earn a bachelor's degree—that’s $5,500 per year
for up to five years.
7 in 10 high school graduates are eligible.
Find out if you are eligible by completing the FAFSA.

Public or
Private

University

All students are eligible for the Community College Guarantee (regardless
of family income), which includes:

Earning a skills certificate or associate degree tuition-free at
their in- district community college!*
An additional $1,000 Michigan Achievement Bonus for Pell-
eligible students to use toward additional college costs.

Community
College

Guarantee

Michigan
Achievement
Scholarship

Michigan high school seniors and students who recently graduated from high school may
be eligible for the Michigan Achievement Scholarship.

 

Visit mi.gov/achievement to find the right path for you!

The Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential is not affiliated with National Merit Scholarship
Corporation or its registered trademarks National Achievement®, Achievement Scholarship®, or Achievement Scholar®.

*Students would receive a significant tuition discount if they attend an out-of-district community college.

888-447-2687
michigan.gov/mistudentaid

MI Student Aid

@mistudentaid

https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/michigan-achievement-scholarship
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/michigan-achievement-scholarship


With the NFHS Network, you can stream your school’s 
games Live and On Demand on any device, wherever 
you are. Get started today at NFHSNetwork.com.

 
YOUR SCHOOL
FROM ANYWHERE.

https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/states/MI
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